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The Current Population of Taiwan
As of September 2021

 The total population: 23,430,948

 Females: 11,824,320

 Persons with disabilities: 1,199,681

 New immigrants: 568,925

https://statis.moi.gov.tw/micst/stmain.jsp?sys=100

https://dep.mohw.gov.tw/dos/cp-2976-61106-113.html

https://www.immigration.gov.tw/5382/5385/7344/7350/8887/?alias=settledown



Table 1. Voter Turnout by Gender in Presidential Elections 

75.02%

73.47%

66.22%

73.20%

77.65%

75.26%

66.33%

76.70%

60.00%

62.00%

64.00%

66.00%

68.00%

70.00%

72.00%

74.00%

76.00%

78.00%

80.00%

2008 2012 2016 2020

Men Women



Gender Quotas for Women (1) 

 The Constitution stipulated that in the various kinds of 

elections, the number of women to be elected shall be 

fixed, and measures pertaining thereto shall be 

prescribed by law.

 The Legislative Yuan 

 Since 2005, the adoption of a mixed-member electoral system, consisting 

of an SMD-plurality system with a closed PR system

 According to the Constitutional Amendment (2005),due to the changed 

electoral rules, the practice of reserving seats for women in the national 

legislature was abolished, and 50% of elected members on the party list 

are required to be women. 



Table 2. Women’s Representation in the Legislative Yuan
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Gender Quotas for Women (2) 

 The Constitution passed in 1946 stipulated that there 

should be seats reserved for women in each legislative 

body

 Local Councils 

 The Local Government Act was amended in 1998, and for each district it was 

recommended that one out of every four seats should be for women. 

 About 15% to 25% of seats are reserved for women. 



Table 3. Women’s representation in Local Councils *
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* Municipal Councils and City/County Councils



Promoting women’s participation in 

elections 

 Creating a voter friendly environment

 People can bring their kids (under the age of 6 years) to the 
voting booth.  

 The future prospects of women’s political representation

The proportion of women representatives for 
township councils is lower than 30%.

Amending the law to increase reserved seats for women (-
still under discussion)

Encouraging parties to adopt/implement voluntary party 
candidate quotas to improve the number of female 
nominees



Promoting the Participation of Persons 

with Disabilities 

 Addressing the Barriers



Information for Persons with Disabilities

Audio Files Large print 
Use signs and posters to direct 

voters

Voter Information in Accessible formats



Information for Persons with Disabilities

Sign language interpretation for election forums



Working to ensure equal access for all voters

Wheelchair-accessible polling 
booths Braille Ballot papers

In person voting assistance

ACCESSIBLE   polling places, 

voting procedures, 

voting equipment 



Working to ensure equal access for all voters

Voting Order Priority Accessibility Checklist Mock Elections



Physically Disabled Legislators

https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/List.aspx?nodeid=1414

https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/List.aspx?nodeid=1762

https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/List.aspx?nodeid=1813

Chung-Hsiung Hsu (1993-2011) Yu-Hsin Yang 2012-2016 Jung-Chang Wang 2016-2020

https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/List.aspx?nodeid=1414
https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/List.aspx?nodeid=1762
https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/List.aspx?nodeid=1813


Promoting New immigrants’ political participation

Using different languages to explain the voting process and the matters 

needing attention during voting



Promoting New immigrants’ political participation

 Conducting mock 

elections

 Recruiting new 

immigrant poll workers  



Promoting New immigrants’ political participation

 The CEC invites a celebrity who is also 

a new immigrant to shoot a 

promotional video



Foreign-Born Politicians in Taiwan

Ms. Li-chan Lin

The first new immigrant  

legislator in Taiwan (2016-2020)

In 2018, two new immigrant candidates 

competed against each other for local council 

elections.

https://eng.ncnu.edu.tw/node/509
https://www.ettoday.net/news/20181112/1303938.htm



Thank you!


